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Overall Comments: 
Your response to the ‘Beauty and the Sublime’ assignment is very good, through the 
use of a drone you have produced an alternative approach, which considering the 
application of this sophisticated technology, is not surprising. The theme of vertigo 
was engaging, which has been realised to a degree; the combination of slightly 
angled and straight aerial viewpoints is good. The supporting research is very good, 
where you have thoroughly examined the source material and come away with some 
developed notions and understandings. 
 
Assignment 1 Assessment potential: 
You may want to get credit for your hard work and achievements with the OCA by 
formally submitting your work for assessment at the end of the module. More and 
more people are taking the idea of lifelong learning seriously by submitting their 
work for assessment but it is entirely up to you. We are just as keen to support you 
whether you study for pleasure or to gain qualifications. Please consider whether you 
want to put your work forward for assessment and let me know your decision when 
you submit Assignment 2. I can then give you feedback on how well your work meets 
the assessment requirements 
 
Through completing Level 1(HE4), you should have received the above passage in 
previous ‘Tutor Reports’. This is required by OCA as a confirmation marker. Based 
upon your overall submission, you are likely to be successful at formal assessment.  
 
Feedback: 
As discussed it is recommended to rework this assignment, but only through 
experimenting with the cropping and layout to emphasise the vertigo idea. The 
mixture of the slightly angled and parallel views work, certain images are more 
successful than others, such as ‘DJI_0012-2’ and ‘DJI_0055-Edit’. With this style of 
shooting, the composition can be tricky; aerial photography typically yields flat, two-
dimensional images, which through a lack of foreground detail, generally exhibits a 
shallow depth and perspective. In the image ‘DJI_0012-2’, the proximity to the 
building to the left, begins to unbalance this notion and pulls you in. 
 
Another area to address is the colour balance, we discussed what caused this, which 
is quite peculiar. On the diptych example below, I tweaked the cyan on the right 
image to produce a more neutral colour temperature.  
 



The main area to rework and experiment with is the presentation though cropping, 
rotating and repositioning your images. I recommend creating four sets of diptychs, 
through cropping your images to a square 1:1 ratio and then explore possible 
couplings that balance each other through their design elements. As an example, 
please see the diptych below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So, examine your set and choose eight images, which could be paired together to 
form some interesting compositions. With the above diptych, it was the adjoining 
boundary line that intersects in the top right and left corner, that visually pulled the 
images together, coupled with the different perspectives of the structures.  
 
Learning Logs or Blogs: 
Your learning log/blog is good; it documents your journey very well, where you have 
thoroughly examined the source material and made some ideal comments on the 
source material. The post titled ‘Exercise 1.3: Establishing conventions’ was 
engaging, extending the examination through investigating the ‘Landscape 
Photographer of the Year ‘competition was good. Your reference to the scene in 
Jurassic Park, seemed odd and tenuous at first, but it does fit in with this notion of 
sublime. Your further exploration into Emily Allchurch’s work was also good to read.  
 
Suggested reading/viewing: 
In the next chapter, you will be examining a number of photographers who have 
explored the topographical nature of the landscape, from edgelands to peripheries, 
the work is varied and interesting. To support this, have a look at Valerio Vincenzo’s 
series, ‘Borderline – Frontiers of Peace’, see: 
https://www.valeriovincenzo.com/content/borderline-frontiers-peace 
 
Also have a look at Edward Burtynsky’s series ‘Oil’, you may find the vantage points 
interesting, see: https://www.edwardburtynsky.com/projects/photographs/oil/ 



Pointers for the next assignment: 
Assignment two is about a journey, it could be one that you are very familiar with or 
a new one, long or short, distance is not relevant; however, it is to be a conscious 
journey where you explore a visual discourse within the landscape. As mentioned, it 
was interesting that you photographed yourself and your black pick-up truck in a few 
of the images, this has potential to be developed into a project; perhaps as 
suggested it could be turned into a project that documents a pilgrimage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overall Strengths Action Points/Rework 

• Excellent study of the sublime 
• Very good research 

• Consider the diptych rework 
• Experiment with cropping/layout 

• Action Assignment Six ideas 
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Next assignment approximately due 10/07/2018 
 


