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Overall Comments: 
Your ‘Critical Review’ on how landscapes are potentially changed by the act of 
photographing them is good and has been received well; it follows some interesting 
paths and poses some good questions. Overall the structure is good, and is supported 
by some relevant practitioners and theorists. The term, the ‘soul’ in the landscape is 
slightly weak, where it is not fully established; you may be trying to refer to the appeal 
of the landscape, yet the narrative of the essay does not really support this notion.  
 
Assessment Potential: 
I understand that your aim is to go for the BA (Hons) Photography Degree and that you 
plan to submit your work for assessment at the end of this course. From the work you 
have shown in this assignment, and providing you commit yourself to the course, I 
suggest that you are likely to be successful in the assessment. 
 
The above passage is required as an assessment marker, the same as before with 
Assignment One. I would like to add that your assignments have been engaging, 
informative and quite positive, which all provide evidence of a growing practice. As 
your tutor for this formative feedback process, I cannot provide any predicted grades; 
however, I foresee a pass at the formal summative assessment.  
 
Feedback: 
Demonstration of subject based knowledge and understanding 
This essay evidences a good investigation into landscape practitioners, specifically the 
three contemporaries whose works are also documentary in nature, but also for two of 
them, who practice ‘Late Photography’. You have clearly understood the subject matter 
and contextualised your findings well, which coupled with the social media 
investigation, does make for a very responsive critical review, well done.  
 
It is recommended to edit the essay as suggested in the comments embedded in the 
‘Review’ section of the Word document. Overall, there are some grammatical 
adjustments to make, which are just some sentence breaks, commas etc. The stance of 
the writing would benefit from a tweak; for example, you state on a few occasions ‘we’, 
when referring to the essay itself. Just change these to something like, ‘this essay...’, as 
when addressing the reader stating, ‘we discussed/demonstrated’ does not flow. There 
are a few lines that are almost repetitive, for example, when you write ‘A quick trawl of 
sites like…’, then go on to write, ‘A quick search on Flickr…’; just get to the main fact of 
searching on Flicker and what your findings were. 



Demonstration of research skills 
Your research is good and evidences a focused direction; the sources investigated are 
strong and do feed into your contextual studies. There is scope to reference John 
Stezaker and his thoughts on the receptiveness of photography. Have a look at this 
video and see what you think: https://vimeo.com/82096614 
  
Demonstration of critical and evaluation skills 
The body of the argument is good, but it seems to waiver slightly from the original 
question. When looking at the work of Mathews and Seawright, you could say that their 
style, which is banal and devoid of aesthetically pleasing signs, does change our 
relationship. But what if these murder and executions sites were photographed in a 
style like Ansel Adams or Joe Cornish? Would we then be horrified that such beautiful 
scenes be marked by death? Then again, I suppose if we looked, there have probably 
been many murders at the Yosemite National Parks.  
 
The investigation into social media and its effect was very good; is this now the primary 
reason why these landscape sites get too much attention? It would seem so. The point 
about these sites getting destroyed by the masses is good, it was highlighted in a 
PetaPIxel article this year, see: www.shorturl.at/otuRT 
 
Communication 
You have communicated your enquiry to a good level; there are some good comments 
and ideas forming, which would be good to take further. However, for now just aim to 
focus the conclusion where it answers your question, but perhaps tweak the question; 
maybe it’s not about photographing the landscape, but the images subsequent 
publication and how that can change our relationship with the landscape itself. 
 
Suggested reading/viewing: 
Research into the ‘artist’ Richard Prince, it may be interesting to examine how some 
artists actually make a living from copying and replication.   
 
Pointers for the next assignment: 
Your idea of a typological investigation is good and the mobile phone masts have 
potential, as I mentioned in the email, see if there are any in the UK that are disguised 
like these ones: www.shorturl.at/fpLY9 
 

Overall Strengths Action Points/Rework 

• Some ideal sources, (Campany) 
• Good references and theories examined, 

such as the ‘semiosphere’ 

• Consider the points made in both the 
annotated essay and this tutor report. 

Specifically, the question and conclusion.  
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