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Overall Comments 
Your submission for the ‘Transitions’ assignment is interesting and is of a very personal 
viewpoint; aiming to reflect the changes you have gone through since your mothers 
passing, is strong. However, the approach you have taken is more like a documentary, 
rather than a landscape project. As opposed to reshooting a new project, this 
assignment would be best if it was fully converted into a documentary project and 
outputted as a book utilising old photographs and text, that will truly serve as a 
metaphor for this transformation and act as a remembrance to your mother.  
 
Feedback: 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills 
The technical approach to this assignment is sporadic, where a snapshot aesthetic has 
been predominately used. One main criticism is the mixed orientation and viewpoints, 
which does not support a structured landscape approach; that is not a comment on the 
use of a camera-phone, as the quality is there.  
 
Although it cannot be reshot, what would have worked is a more methodical and rigid 
composition, where an overall scene was composed and maintained throughout the 
entire project. Then some creative experimentation could have taken place with stop-
frame, layer masks and stacking.  
 
Quality of Outcome 
You have formulated some strong ideas about memory and legacy, where the notion 
of creating a workshop space honouring your Dads own engineering workshop is very 
powerful. In our discussion, the idea of converting this project into a documentary 
book seemed more appealing. As mentioned, it would work very well in a book form, 
that intersperses old shots of the garden highlighting your mothers gardening 
accomplishments, perhaps some shots of her in the environment, any images of the 
inside of the old engineering workshop. This would then be held together through 
some good editing and text; but what could potentially work as the end image to 
illustrate the full transformation, would be a photograph of a plant that your mother 
grew, which is then shot in your new studio as a still life piece. This then would 
complete the growth and signify the start of the new adventure and use of the space.  
 
 
 
 



Demonstration of Creativity 
The experimentation component of this assignment is not strong, although you have 
shot at various angles and times, it does not evidence any reflective analysis, where you 
have conducted a shoot, assessed its potential, sought further visual and/or contextual 
research and then formulated how to improve and grow. For this new development, it 
would be ideal to investigate fellow OCA students work who have composed books 
and look at the structure of them. To support this, see ‘Suggested reading/viewing’.  
 
Context 
As with Assignment 3, the supporting visual research for this project is not evident, 
although your idea was established for a while, conducting visual research to aid in the 
development and to provide alternative visual ideas is an integral part of this process.  
 
Suggested reading/viewing: 
https://blaslandscape.wordpress.com/2018/10/22/assignment-5-reworked/ 
 
https://urlzs.com/4WRch 
 
As discussed with book layouts, avoid structured them too rigid, where there is the 
same size image on every page. Experiment with sizes and their positions on the page, 
aim for full bleeds, diptychs, triptychs and creative use of text, where perhaps one 
poignant word is on its own across a double page spread.  
 
Preparing for Formal Assessment 
Aside from the formal guide on getting assessed, by now your authority and 
confidence in selecting, printing and presenting your work should be developed. As 
discussed, your final self-directed assignment could be the main project to highlight 
your skills and personal voice; however, all of the work should be of a consistent quality 
and aesthetic, that when stood back, you can view it as a coherent portfolio.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overall Strengths Action Points/Rework 

• Very strong idea and reasoning  
• Convert it into a documentary book 

• Add archive images and text  
• Develop research strategies 
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